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Th« aequB<snt foe c«n«w«d thaotetical dfivelopient in 
: *h« Btu3y of CanLly eoaiiuRicatlon hai i^ftial iaplLcationa- Oit« is 
that E«sea£shftra shouid eQns«nttat« on faBily ccBBttnicatlon as such 
f&theC' th^fi ^jcpaftltftg g«n^jf aUzat ions iroa fiawily cciiiBuniqation to 
ofeh^r gpoups and instituttani; thia tequliei giappling mot^ 
. flptcificalLy with th« explication aria tiating of •^hicratteal 
pFopeslt ioi\s afcott* th# *ayfl in whiqh faaily coBiiunLcatioft functi&ns. 
5h« EsatflE of pQsatbi© hypoth^sts Inciiidfls such ewpislcal theories as 
rtinfoeeeaontr selactLve pfleception, Infosiiation-seeKlngr and de . 
■facto salertitrt axposaffl. Hethodologies that as*, qcite different froni 
■IhcM us«a in th% past will hav% fa t« dflvisfld snd iBplcyfld. 
flcsthand 5ba«tvs*i6n^ ixpitioanta 1 vaiiaticn, aftd longitudinal 
d^ilgns acft all needed. Th« latter is patticulaely inpottant , because 
the giaataat liiplieatlons of what is knonn afcout iaifily conBunlcatior. 
lia?\e to do with dtweiopaents eccurring l<ag aftei the child oatuees 
and\lea»es the fasti y» Both obg«rvat ional and expoeiBantal ingenuity 
ar'i needed to test specific hypothesea aba^ut the nat«rq of the 
C£0c4§8 by which faalLy coBBUnlcatlon patt'acns ahapc th« developtng 
child'^a construetlon of th# world aroucd hi». (AutKai^Rl) 
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coMMONtcAtroN mwBffis IN nffi FAMir.Ys tMPWc;\rioN3 FOR mmmxn hm cmm 

A few yeara a^o Jaek MoLfiod ttfd I publlahc4 a paper, based on resettfch Vfe Had 
dowe In eollftborBtion with Dan Waekmah othera, cttlled "Thfi Conabruction of Social 
RdftUty."^ ttt it ve went Into ocnatderable dettia on the role played by parerit-chlld 
eownimieotlon atrucbureo In bho bonio, aa a dtibenninwit of varloua dotnponfints of a 
ehild'fl cognitive devolopmertb in rolttttoti to the vor Id outolde the iimodlate faMly 
onvironintiht. Tbe emplrieal findings, vhich I vill swrnoriae flhortly here, ore rather 
atrong and eonsifltent acrooa a vapiety of atydies, InoLudlng those done by us and by 
othera since the preparation of that overview. PomiLy Conmunication PatteriiB, or 
FCP aa thoie of us in its prlinary group of eloae aequatntMeea knov it, Is about 
as trufltvorthy m Independent vaTlable as I have oncoimtered in soine years of survey 

reaeareh on masa media use m± effeots, polttteal behavior, and Interpersonal co-.. 

2 j 
orientation. \ 

But my main purpose here is not to restate past findings, rather it is to out- 
line an agenda for future research that can build on the first phase of FCP research, 
vhlch by this tinte seems to have run its course. Three broad theoretleal questtons, 
each of which Is capable of ganeTatUig empirical answers ,. suggest themaelvei. Pirstj 
what la the nature of the process by which habitual family conmuiii cation patterns 
structure a person's subsequent conttnunicatloii, cognitive activity, and direeted 
social behaviorst Second, to what extent can propositions based on FCP research be 
generiaized to the functioning of social ayatems other ttian the fajnlly, such as work, 
and peer groups, institutional, ajrajigements, and camnunity or even national "char- 
aeter"? Third, ^at does PCP re aear ah. predict about a person' e capability in life, 
after rf aching adulthood and dipartlng the family context, to develop the comuiiica- 
tion cofflpetences'snd adaptabilities that aeea 'to be necesflary to function success-, 
fully In modern aociety?^ |ach of these three questions can be aniwered nwrowly, ,. 
wlthfti the lomedl&te bounds of available eoipJa-ical evidence, ot quite loosely in 



the fftfihlon of ^lua-aky flpediatttlon (m± hypOfbolOi Here I will fctjr to steer a 
middling course, keeping m eyo ott th« fixed points we are already ftttidliftr wlth| 
mile at the ewne time pointing toward soma routoa for further dicplortttlonn 

The Power Analog 

Although the Intorplny bctwoon eanmunlctttlon m\d social pomr is itoelf a 
faQdlnating topic, the most hopeful tt,pproaeh to the etudy of cowinmidatlon is as 
a substltutei or funetlonQl equivalent^ for power rolationshlpfl , Just as diplomacy 
Is said to ba the altamatlve to war, so eomiunieatldn la the alternative people 
have to attempts to vield forolble coiitroi over one Mothar* Most early studies of 
parent*chlld relatlonahlps were waOyaes of lines of powers ordinc^ily theso had to 
do with the amount and kind of power parents eKerolfled over tholr children. Hone 
relatlonshlpfl cmald be charadterl^ed asi for eKampl€j democratla ond participatory 
m the one hand I or autocratic m& repreeilve on the other, A given fajidly could 
be located at acme point along the coiitinuum between theae eKtreniae , 

By analogyi we originally aaeujjied that cowmmloatlon structurea covld be arrayed 
along a cOTtlnwun that stretched from homis whare yotmgstars were encouraged to ex- 
amine several sldas of an Issue iwd to come to their own c6nelu^l6na about, It, to 
the oppoalte extreme where parOTts cautioned children not to argue or worry about 
the world outside , nor to queitlon the vltws of their elders * our data soon told 
MB that we were wrong Jji assu^ng that thli slsiple dlchotoi^ would locate the polsi 
of a single continuum* To be eurei we found failles where om of these patteitia 
prevadiled, ajQd other families where the other was tte characteriitie pattern of 
pattern of parent-child camnmlcatlOT, But the ffimllles "ia. bitween" did not con- 
sist of a single homogeneous p'Oi;©, Ihe^e were somt in which neither of the extreme 
patterns was stressed, but there weri also Mny fsaillleB whera the parenta seeBied 
slm^taneously to send bckh messages to their chdldren, This latter conbinationj 
which we found noBt Intereatlngj can he recogAl^ed by itudtnts of interpersonal ccm- 
mmicatlon as a subtle form oi; the double'-blnd* ^ Conaider the evidence and iraw your 



own concXuBiena' from lt> the parsnto In effect eoy, but don't upaet the internttl 
h&rwony of out* houoeliol4» 

The Varlttbld A-U-5C Mcdel 

The existence of thid fourth tjTpe Gf fiytdly and Wo have ectielatently foujid 

fttowt equal nmbofo of eftch of the ^o\^r typofl In varloua oftmplea made It clear 

to us mvly on that we vould not be able to apply the ttlmple dlchotomoue analogy ^ 

ttm pdver atniatarfti to fainHy coiranunlcatiDn.'* Tor eniplrlcal reasons m needed 

a conoeptual model that would provide separately for the. presence or abaence of 

ewh of the two general patterns of pwent-rchlld interaction. For this purpoee we 

S 

ohoae an ttdaptatlon of jroweomb*s A"fl-X model of cmmunleatloni^ 

In the A-.B^X wodeli the Interaataftti are labeled peraons A md and they ore 
assumed to be coorlented to one emother and to to eternal topic of mutual Ihtereat, 
>fhlch is labeled X. Prom A's point of vieWj there exist four cognitions s hie 
faeli^i toward the othM person (A-B relatlona)i his feelings about the topic of 

Dctmnunicatlon (A-X r€lationa)| hla astlmate of the other person's feelings toward 

! 

hjitt (paroelved B-A relatlona)s md hla aattaata of the other person's feelings about 
the topi Q toward which thay are cooriented (perdeived B*X relattons). From B's 
point of view a aiidlar sat of four copltions i^a aasOTed to ^iat* An external . ^ 
ohseVvar con, by Intirroga^lon of A B, gather estimates of all elSit ^f these 
ebgnltioiis In a coorientatlon situation and thufl put htoself in a position to describe 
the total A-«B*X aystem from an --obdectlve-* viewport that would be Imposaible for 
either A or ;B to conatruct alpne, 

* Coqrieritatloft^ methode haye Indeed been uaed this wayj for such di verse 
purposas aa jtsajyisge cowsellng Mid intervettti^ in confflnmlty coiitroveraieB. ' But ' 
one; of the inost typical flndlnga in field atudiea is that/ the A*B-X situation is 
often ^aa Infiomiplete one* Whereas the toodal assuiaes that all ei^it cognitions de- 
scribed, in ^e pravlQUB pwagraph exist j ofben In fact aeveral of them do notr Many 
people iiiter^act with one anqthei^^wlttiout giving much' thought to, say, the other 



poraon'e B-X relations, indload of atsotining that tliedR relatlona GonBtltute a 
aet of glvcnB applleable to eVdPy altuatlort, it mttken bobtoi^ aonee to trtAt them 
as vftrlablda. To almpll ftr the model for didduratve pui*podefl^ om can doiidolVD of 
a variable A**B*X niodeli in which either of two kindfl of rulfttlons wta^ be either 
proaent or abeonti Tliat le, A^l) relationa inay or may not bo relevn^iti md the 
ncune holda for A-X and B«X rGlfttioii§, 

Thii fourfold typology thftt la genarated by thode two dlchotomiefl eolnoldos 
nlcoly vlth the four types of familiei 1 deserlbdd earlier* As those who havo 
follwod this research literat\;u*a knoWj, we have given dlBtliictlve labels to each 
of the four types, rcunilles In which only A-'B relationS| i,mt considerations of 
interperoonal harsiony and defarenee to elderi| are atraased We have called -"prcD- 
taotlve" faalliea* The aontrpsting typOi ^ere A-X wid B*X relfttlons (i*e* 
k^onaentratlon on exterhal isaues mi their merltB) are atreflstd without referenee 
to Interpersonal adnslderatlcns, is callid a "plurallatlo" famliy# If the parents 
do net stress either kind of relation, we call it a "lalsae2-fairi** foinlly. Plnally^ 
there i^e *'eonsenaual" famlliasi ^are parents attenpt to put emphasla on both A-B 
and A-'X consider at Ions. 

The label "con sensiasl" represents a hypotheati, and one for which we have Bom 
ai^porting evidence, Nawcom"b's model prediote that Interpersonal poninunlcatlon will 
be charaoteriEed by a/' strain toward ayTOietry"| whiGh among other things would mean 
a tandency for positlva]^ attracted pairs of persona (like the typical parent m& 
Qhlld.) to becoaae more ajjnilar in their, opinions over tlaa*^ Vactew revia^d data 
from several quite diffartnt studiesi however, and found little evidence of. Increaaad 
agreement within Interacting dyads. ^ Newcoi^'s "ajmetry" principle turns out not 
to be a strong theory in the sense of eiaplrical prediction* Whatsit may be instead 
is 'a it%traent of the eonditlona that are necesaary for interpersonal conaenaus^ 
bfullding to ocour. That is. If we decCT^ose the fH?!! A^B'-X model into its separate 
asa-innptloni, the "strain. tp^wd syimetry-- Newcomb preaiete would only bi expected 
*fithin im interpirsonal aystOT in which both A-B and A-X rilatlona are defined as 



laportttrtt. tt\ Bhert, thlB would eeeur only in the type of fawtly m have called 
"cennenflUaU" In one field dxperlmen't on huBbttud-vrlfe dlBouafllon of dui^rent news 

topids, the graatest dhange In the dirdQtlon of coorlontfttionol oereeBsent was Ih- 

10 , 

dood found vlthln the condenaual family type. 

' ■ ■ * 

Uypothotlcal Funotlona of POP 

. Whllts the eonaenBUttl home to perhttpo the moet Intdreatlng fi-om a theorotlcal 

8tMidpoi«b, the greateflt otr^JifloiO. contj*ftflt la usually that betveBn the protective 

(A-B) and plurollfltle (A-X) types. Chlldron from the formai' ore lowflBt and from 

.the latter hlgheflt, for exM^lo, In BenBltlvlty to the Informatlonfil levcsl In a 

perfluaaive BieBflage^^i grade average in Bchool-^^l and feeling an obligation to be 

politically ftctlvt) vhen they grow up''^. The chlldron of protective fflfldllea spend 

lU 

the wost time watching televlfllwi oJnid the least time reading nevspapero > and wtm 
the onea who see the greatest commonality between thonaelvafl and TV's niost celebrated 
bigot/ Af Ala Bmker.-'^^ plurallatie ohlldren etalid out In fluoh raspacta as 
sQor^g very hl^ on maasuMs of politlaal Hnowle^t^ l spanding the least tima 
with TV^^^i In a34ilbltlng no cdi^relatlon betwam their am media Uie and that of 
their parahta*^® pluralistic fainlilea are the onei in whloh eonfliatfi oyer i^hleh TV 
program to watch are most often settled by coinprcanlse or votB^ rather then by the 
parents ilmply asserting their power prerogatives.^^ Plur«.latle- parents do not 
come to agree with one another more following dlBcusiion of aurrent newa issues^ 
but thiy are the tj^e mpit likely to Increaee tiie aacurwy of their >erceptiona of 
one anottiar*8 opinions; proteotivt pwents, by eontrast^^ Instead of becoming more 

aoeurate or agreeing morep simply come to believe , (Ineorreotly) that they have 

^ ao ^ . 

readbad greater agreeinent, " , ^ . 

^ Wiile those contrasts between plurallstlcs and prottct Ives sBm. to add up to 

.a aobaraiit pattern, the Qhlldren in conseniUjii hOTas display SMie fascinating die- 

cOTtlftuitlea# For wraplt, they re^rt the highest lavels of. attantlcm to news in 

■ ■ '2' 

the' madia y yet they score the Iwest of my group on maaiures of politiiQal taowledge ' 



ttftd or cognitive dif*f«ifitttlatlon in wiaLyEing euffGflt issues. Wiile the parente 
In aenaeniml homefl politlcttl^ woll Informed , the only Item on irtitch thdii^ 
ahildfon are better Inforaed than thGlr peera ia ftc curate knowledge of the parents* 
poU^lQal pwty prefei^ence.®^ D^ttpitd apdnding a lot of time on homewdrki qonaengual 
yolingstdrfl do nob gdb dapeclally good eradee, Althou^ these findings ar^e far 
Srm definitive I thay do aoinalda with ow aBaumptlon that Bomo of the internal 
tonsions aaaoeiafcetl with a eetiuminidatory duuble*^blhd eKist within tha child who 
muflt aopo with the conaeneual family? a ewphagls on the total A-B*X'syateini 

While emplrlaal flndinefl like theae continue to adcumulatei very little work 
has been dlrectod t^\mfd the underlying theoratlca^l problem of explaining why they 
oqeur. Let me s\Jigest some alternative eKplanatidns, One might he that of alniple 
pradfeloa. The chlid In the plurallatlo hme la ineouraged to work with ideas and 
Informi^tloiij aons^ciutntly he should beeoae more flkllled*^ t^iia regard the^ hie 
peerg. (The fact that the conaenaual ohlld la stoilarly eneouraged without ae- 
qulrlhg cowaanswata. iHllla wooid argue agatnat thlfl explanation i however * ) Another 
ilmple approaoh would be a hypethesla of reverae causations parents who find them- 
selves confronted with a child who la actively acquiring md proceaalng information 
about the world outside have little ohQlce but to parmlt a great deal of pluralism 
in fattily diaeusalons* (Again ^ this ejcplanatlon la more difficult to employ In ao* 
counting tpit the discontinuities In the behavioral pattellas of conaensual children.) 
A third proposition that has been adwnced la teleologieU. in characteri oonaenaual 
families mova towwrd agreement^ plur^latles toward greater accuracy i ajid protectlvea 
towi«*d higher perceived agreement ( congruency")i ^1 because those are the Impliolt 
goals of those klndi of families. This approach la essentially, m eKpa^slon of , 
Newc^b's "strain towwd eymaetiy" hypothtaie, adding In effect compMilon hypotheses 
of strains tOTwrd accuracy when only A*X and B-X relations are attended to^ and 
toward congrwncy when only A^B relations are important. But to e^cpwid the n'mber 
of deaeriptlw lyrpotheses in not to advance wplfimatlon of why they mi^ occur. 
If anything, it serv^a to compound the myatf^y* 



A vftrlftftt on the "t)3?a(3tlee" hypethdsia would be & "felttforeefflent" explwitttlon. 
Being bM«d Upon field aurvey qu^atlonnalrea m a data doHeatlon method i our re- 
fleoreh haa not obierved parent-child intefa^stlofi cloaely enough to Bacartttth whather 
pttrental emphMea lneiu4« poat-bflhttvlopftl felnforuflmehtfl (pofllfcivd or ttegftttve) to 
any slgnlfleaht exttnt, We havo aoked "how much" mA "hov often" the pttrcnta "flay" 
Of "atresa" various A-ti and A-X themea, but In thla foftn of meaaureinent the pepaon 
la ttoked to am acroBa many yeapfl of habitual Intaraetlon and give an bverall eatl- 
matw of fp«qaendy or ewphaolfl. Whethei' theaa pttfental bohavtorB ttonsigt of adiiionitlonB 
In ftdVMieo 6f fiOflfllblo behavioral eheicei on tho port 'of the ehlld,,or inabead oonalit 

ft . 

Of feMfeloni to behaviors the child had cdLready mltttd| cm not eaelly be determined 
With the kind of dat^ m ha^o ttddUrtulated to date. To the extent that th^ iattari poit- 
behaviorali Ini^tanca pradottlnatafl, one md^ht ad^^de aad teat varloufl prGpoaltlona about 
th# pmtBt of pafental eo^^ieation to ehape the ohlld*8 habitual bshaviot* by various 
iohftdulai of i-einforeiiwBt, 

Swt of the iimm w@ have Uied In our maasyring Inatrimonta seam to deiorlbo 
post -behavioral roaatlong* BxosyXeai "Jtow often do your parente anawar your argu- 
menta by aaylng a^etidng like, *Y©u^ll know better when you gro^ up'?" "How ofttn 

y 

to they admit that dhildran toiow morm about erne thingi thui adiatfl?" Other Itema 
r«f«r inatead to events that would probably eecur prior to the child' a own brtiavior, 
flueh as "How much do your parenti emphaaize that gatting your Ideas aerosa la Im- 
portant even if ethera 4on't like it?" and "How muoh do your parents t&lk at home 
about thinga like polltloa and religion, where. one person taHee a different side 
from the other?" 

If these latter cowminieatory acta occur before the child has actually done 
aaything, they eaimot serve a relnforcment fmietlon In the norffal senae W^at 
tera, _ Inatead, they aetm t(e*W Intended as guidelines for the child to follow in 
the future. < ur asaianptlon has been that such ^delinei precede and organiae the 
chlld'a ptraai^ construction of the world as he tncounters it in the proceaa of 
growing up. pep does not merely correlate with other behavior i that occur In the 
fwailyi aa noted above, It la a atrong iwd syst^tlc predictor of co^ltive as well- , • 
aftehavloral events that ©ceur la other coitextsi. in school, in reaction to per- 
stuslve neasages, In ttie mmb of mas nedla, and so forth, ' . 



Whttt la thfi'tiBturts of thia Mtraeturo that the child appftrently lettttsB in 
the fitfidly but cttfflea out lhto fcl^e tent of the world? 1 have already outlined Aom 
Mamptima that wo have ffladd In fettpoiiBe to theit ^ery Urge fjucatioii. We havo 
ftiByaed that It is wgaftiaed alottg the general IttieB of the A-B-X wodel, with A-D 
and A»X velatloiis being varlftbiefl mihor than glvenB, Mutih of the rofle&rch hflB 
very lltoPttlly followed thlfi model, trefttitig eadi of tho tvo fCP dlinenfllohn afl a 
fleparftte eraded v^rlablo and enborlng theni both Into regriBBlon equatloha m A block 
of predidtopoi BometlmeB one La a atrong predictor and the othei* hot, eeinGtiaeB they 
pf edict In oppoflite direetioiifl, end ocottaionally they both predict a ddpehdont v&r* 
Iftble In the saine dlreetlon, 

The nwdel we have pref erred, l\oweverj goes a otop further oftd ttBSumea that 
thesG two dlmenalona will Intevftot in the eafle where ^oth ar« wry high, which Ifl 
to gay the cenaenflual fMilly, ^In ^Is ease either a four-fold typology (aa outlined 
iitfUer), or a rogreaaion anttly 91b that Includea a multipllcRttv* ttfm ripreflenting 
'the IftterMtlon of the two dliiiena liens, la taehnleally feftBlble. Unfortvmately, the 
latter proeedure ^- whleh ii the ntore coroprehenalve from a Btfltiatleal atwdpolnt 
ftdalts oevere teehnlcal dlfiUc\d,tlefl, One of the happy faatuyafl of the two FCP 
dimenslont is that they tend to ba uneoprelated with one Bmotheri this means that 
thert Is very little problem with multleolllnewlty when both we entered Iji the 
saine inultlple regreafllon «qUtttlott. But when the two values are multiplied to proauce 
an interaction term, the resulting product ii of eourae highly multlcollinear with 
both of the dlaenalons of which it la; the product, ro enter the tw main effeeta 
and the interaction Into a ilnfile walyala produeeB beta coefficients that defy 
interpretation, ,, . 

Meanwhile, our theoretiqal undarBtanding of the process ia not adduced by toy^ 
lag with nort elaborate fowa of 4ata «ialyiis. let ae ratwn to the fow-fold 
typolo^ mA conaider two theorlea of eorattmicatlon , either of which might aecoynfc 
for at least scat of tiie onplrleaJ. findings. For the saKe of faailiarity I will eall 
these, idle "selectivft perceptlon'^ ^«d "Inforaati^^ - 



tfjpidti f«dea*ehi tt li derlvred from geatalt paydholo^i fi^d id onoap«ullr.ed 
In Kreeh ftsid dnitdhflold' s prlnalplea that (l) the pefdoptUaL mA aognltlvc fl^ld 
in its nAtural ata^ la organised mA maMlngmi and (8) psi^eeptlon li ftyrtdtldnally 
gel«dtlv€#26 fMdly domunlcatlwi fltructure that Ifi orgtol^ed along, oayi A^K 
llttdri badainafi Ifi fiffedt a **de^ltlVd m9^- that the ehlld aan ^se ^ mklm sMae 
out of th© mftfiy atlinuli that reaeh hixi\ vla'hii eoinmiwilaatory and oKperldntlal dally 
llfd, ThDftt Itdflia that fit an A*X etfuature, such m tho content ©f wgiBnentfl, \rill 
tond to be notlead and retaln@d| that aeem Irrilsvc^t to A'-X con aide rat Ion a 

will either not ba nDtloed or be easily forgotten. The child from m A-B fimily 
anvlronniont willj on the other hand^ aeleet from the tDtality of stlaiull in his 
vironment thoie which fit the dtructure In ^ich ha haa learned to perceive the 
vorldi Theio will quite liMBiy be differant aapeeta frc© thoaa saleeted by the 
chlldi fhwa is experimental eyiddnd#, for eKotople, that pluralistic adoleidattti 
(from toes) are mu(A more atteatiye to the content of pariuasive inesaages, 
whereas tht coniinauali (from A-B*X horafs) we more flensltivt to the source than 
to thi meisaga itself .^^'^ Pretectlvei (A-^B) reapond to the prestige of a ffieaaage 
aovufeet h\rt nelthar to the source's expertnass nor to the con tent of the messag© 
Itself*^® 

infoimtlon '^seeking la a hypethiila that placea the ohlld in a Mre active (leaa . 
reactive) rola vis-a-^vlB his envlreMient* Here the aasTOptlon is that, irrtion con* 
frontid vlth m wnblguous or unBtruetured situation the ohlld from m A-B home 
irtll search for cues that will help hto make sense of things on the basis of tha 
people iBTOlyed^^^ the A-X person vrlll Instead look for resolution 1^ tiie ab- 
fltract content of the eltuatleQi There la less reeeajch evidence relevant to this 
hypothesis than to any of the others I have mentioned here. In wia suryey, adults were 
posed a spythioal l^balsnced A-B-X sltuatlont a plaii they had thou^t to be very good 
was rt;Jiated as mauitable by a person they liked ajid admired. ^5 Those who had come 



from plury^lotlQ honea ¥©re the ohm wogt^Kely to reopoiid with dl^ddt eommiuiioa- 
tim ttetlvifcy, flueh aa dounti^MgMhg, of asklttk fcha person why he held thla contrary 
opinion I TlioiQ trm protective hemes i bjr.contPQB^j were meat likely to B^y they 
iTOUld experleiieG thtemal upaefcj and either aeok fluppqrt for their position from 
©thar paopl^j or vlthdrflvr trm tho dllemna by, for eKeywple, givlftg up m the plm 
they had orlglnialy thou^it to be a gwd one. 'The omaeneuale would be most likely 
to eeak an CLUthorltatlye solution toy roforrlfig the dispute to a third party to 
daolde* Mote that It la the A**B familleB' produets wlio seek. their ^-infonnatlon" 
In the ferm of oplnlone of other people ^ cynd the A-^X people who Instead ladk Informa- 
tlon about the Isaua itflalf • \ , 

. A flhal hypothesis worth DonBideratlon in conneebioh with certain findings li 
that of do facte aeleotlve expoflura* It la often observed that people tend to be 
exposed to Mseages that are coiigenlGl to the opliilona they alraady hold. As Sears 
m& Frtedmm have obaervad In a review of a iiwibeii, of these studies > however, this' 
fleleetlvlty can uaually be aodountad for by thi teeeaages that are saht to a parson 
rather than by on active preference on the person* s pa^t f or euch masBages, A ^ 
family la a XomXB of aessage'Sendlngi mA. we might reaaonably assise that A«X faMlles 
Will BhB3t^ eontent -related Infoimatlon more than will A^B femlliea. As mentioned 
earlier I an escperiifiental discuafllon between huibwids and wives produeed, aii increase. • 
In perceived agraeaant (cpngruM^) despite no chrage in actual agraementj In.prQ- 
tectlve coupleit^l The explanatton for thla probably Ilea in aelectlva mtBsage- ^ / 
sefadlngi Since only their Inteiperaon^ relatlonsHlpj and not the, Issue 

being dlsousaedi is defined ai important by theae couplaa^^ each parson should be 
asqpeeted to iljid^ttiosa i^eas of the overall 1b sua orf vrtiloli they agreed, and. to talk 
aostly about them* Areas of dlaagreament would ba avoided^ so that each perion wo\ild 
coime to believe that the of th^ agreed more fully than was actually the caiSt * 
This a^ate of "pluralistic ieiorance" qbxl easily be foatercd-by ielectlvc pattarns/f 
of Ijaformatton-sendljag, ' In pluraliatta homes> too^ there was no increase In^ree'f 
■ sientp'brut becaaise these coijples not COTcemed about "A-^B problems they were fre^ 



p-:""- ; io expre^ss -theii- " dLrff e^ioc^g fwlljr; the rasiit was a strong inoreasi in the 
^i^^-,.^' flec\jrftdy',Qf^,ttiel%' i>^mepf:iQp3is «f one another's vlewi- - - - • 



" 3he rd^^ter of josaibl^ hyjio^kesie'ihat is taking sHapi here is, iii the roond, ; 
:tluBt of empdricai tHeo^^ies cf ""eGCttBiEUtilcatlon in general; rilnforeament^ eeiectlva = 



-'3«eeBtton, iiafo%m*io3i*S6^1ng> dt tfacto selietive'exposarej etc* Any one of 



1?-^! ' « 4h^Be hyTJotte^ea' is suffJ-cLmt to e^lain certain flnlingB that have /bean reported- . 

S.'-':.;da^FaE» rese^Eirch, }[one lotf 'seeiBs to be a. eomprehen^t^ ''^eorjr that ac- 

' ^ <bxant fc^r aJLL of th.^ result a. fo st-udy has^ attem^id to pit i^e hypothaals against 
ytr r:ano11iary to We wh^^h ea^l^dns more different obeerved. plienomeni^or whloh pradlcts 
'^'^'te'^x Inom ^ouricDffle^ more- stoo^gLj. To do this tetad of riBearchVould^TequirB mod^ 
4 ouzr metlxodollogy In fjimy s*e^ic*B My purpoae ^ ouLtliniug tlieie'hOTotheaei here^^^^ 
^^l^i^rX^ds nofi t>o s^geet tBat t&e Teoss'^^^^t" Mswsr^ Lies eometeere^ this little llstt^ but/ 
j.^^-^^ ^l^-fches^ pciat put tte flitter^neea kinrag them in the hope 'of stlnivdating new formic 
ef intiresrtlg^tLon . 3t amrT^tli that the ciost latietylsg theorsr .will twn^out not 

MV":" aii7 tho^i 3 h^va numerated above. They arej after all , borrowed and rather 

^f^:^'*'^^- ■ : . , ,, . ^ - . 

."^ ^shopwQrixj a^id no on^ of th^ h©^ been thimderixigly ai^eesifiJ. in a^c^lalnlng other 



-iiypes or caf3inii!inl nation p&iibeiQt^i*' -B%it I do believe that the, time has oome for. 



|'v\>V'^^ under^ak* nibr^ tbaccTetl^^liy ba^id studies of faM,ly CMHiinioation patterns. 

^ - :Sctfe Cav'aarts ^on Oenaralizatira to Other BymtmiB^ ' ' ^ ' 
En ^he ai&rlsr pKfts^ oi WOt resea^eh, wt' often et^gested that the variable A -B-X 
f.noael ccruld prxfitafclir ii€rie^ftLi2td to the. rtudy^of ^ociaL mlore-*iyitems other 

i?r^^'*m^f^.:;^M;":.:-..i-. ■., ■ , . ? . ■ • . . v „;_■.,■ .-y/ . i " ■ " f ■= . " "■ ' ' 

' -,'*haJii the faxnlLyi Wby not a^cte^d It to an^ysie ^of the scelallzing effeets of peer 
fei'^ groups, ^chooL ert^^'conatfti j'-^ort organizations; church structures ^ formal groupi, 
^^-'fv.'^' ana so a*? He^re I would ^Ufca trttfly to enter some evidence against the easy ai- . 
^^''B- ' -^^^^^^'^n- ^^^^ TCP ftonctiipnB ajght have dlrtct analogs in bther aoclaL' aphares* This' 
|If>' /il^- not s^y ihart j^one c^f ^he pr^lDCiplei deye Loped Eroa fandly etudiea. applies to * 
^^it. ,©tbar j|&^ia3l>sHiru.cti:ireS; soene c^f thesa surely do. - Bttt we hav^e already found scaiii - 




■ ■ \ • 12. 

Ont-reasogQ for tlits is, that there is no hasis for €3cp©ctiBg auy other inatitu- 
tlott to have tto^ MclsliEiag force of the f^Ly.^ A child ioters the famly at^ ' 
literally 5 : tht' 'most Ij^s-Mslonabl© s^e ^ aad stays. In it thfOU|botit wnat ar a widely 
thoiiSit :to ta ^iln^ f ormatlya yaars . " 'Vtolle "learning" tmd "aevelopa^nt" may continue 



- throigbo^ life, early lismlng s^aad^ OTOr the ytM-a to Trtiich eogriltlve oapacitles 
^ are: barging aei ce^iitivg struoturas fomed; it ahDifl.d haw a more parvaelve la-- 

Vv: ps^t^ Itierements to that base* Since moat of our tfanliy stiidtta are eljher 

of children or of yausg adult i, the fMily-ls a© alngle envtromtnt In ^i<di most 

- of tha people iiryoliraa wlll have spmt the greatast aao-unt cff fcime^ Consaquantly wa 
ahoiald not anticipate that ^y rasults edncemine the lapaat of f a^dljr cojBffiinrieati^ 

^ ^ itroctua'as vlll te rivaled in^thalr emptria by 'aiialogoxja resnilts at^ 

tritnital^le to otbti' social ^yst^it ' ■ 

A aacona rtaJ da why f airily ^Influmaea likely to ©Tarsbaaov'^ai^trtcaULy those 
Of othea' instifcrtloni Is that ttoara ia more " vwlimca batwaan faailiis^ aii4 leaa 
virlaada witMa a^ given fa^ly ovar tlae^ tton li oharaatard^tte of other ^jistttirtions 
i One faidLly vill CT^phagize A-B relationi. and aaothar A-Jt. ral^tiDiiSi aaai Jji .each tha 
sambers see this qaifce" ap^ropria^a Mi daelj'ahle # CcKapare this to a ccitmonly • 
' atudiad i^Mpie, tb& school* While ona taaehat vary cow^iaeMbly frcm em 

^ ^ > ■=■'?*■ ' i .. ■ . . , ^ ■ ...... ' "., fi . ■ ■ ' , ■ ' \ 

: ^ . ' in pedagogical rSt^ei^ the ovarridlng purpose of aauoationaL mymtmrn. is A-X in 
aaturaj further^ tha child ordinarily movae- frcm one teaeher to , another iJi_ suoce^d- 
Ing "yews (in eleaeixtary aebool) or in ^caeadl^ hours (to^ Mcoiidary ^school) ^ bo ^ 
,that inter-teacA^r atyle^ differ encas will rare^'he lufltalnal i;ong enoush to 
a very atroaag of paraaaiOTt mark cn a aln^a student/ a devalopmtofc * Sehoots tham* 

^^^^'^^^^ 4^^ vary sutocratlc (A*B) baacH^g methods 

contrw say, participatory flodea of learnings ' Stilly tha- vErimca 

> . tttween dchbols la probally far leas than that aoiong families j mth^r f ev child^^n ' 

\. .are, educated in sobools that wa G«aietant In coBmunlcatory atiuature tli^rou^out 

W ^ ' ' ' , ■ ^ ■ \ -^^ . , ^ 

the , gro'w:Uig ,yeaurs, and tlioBe >rtio are;, have In many cases been scnV there'by families 



Ano-tt 3r reasoft why FCP influences might riot be found la_ other ioclal environ-, 
nents Is that ism^y of ttie' things that parents do and sajr to their, children' siaply 
do net oc^ In othtr inttrptrsonal relatiqnflhlpa . A frto exwnple la the adoleicent 
•peer group. " 3a ona stW. itaited vlth a list of f ive A^^B f Iva A-X Ltema • 
from thg FCP neaavremi^ bfltteiy. When ve tried to pretist these on soae lecoaaarjr 
sAooL sttadents, It soon Ibe'cMt ohvLous tha-t most of them vere ludicrous In the 
peer-cfoup coEttxt. Adolesctntfl wiad not thlnls of telllog their frlinis that they 
ought tQ get thiLr Ideai Mroaa wren If others den' t Uke them, or that It 1 in' t . 
good to ttgue. <We fioMly «.d come^up vltii a truncati.d list of tw A-B Items and ^ 
twj A-X itms , asd did fikd BOTi vesy wealt evidence of genemllzablllty . of FGE f ttidr 
ings to peiT.cOTiimleatlOT structwea .3®,) In g^niral, pwiuti occupy thi ' special . 
role of belBg both gociiJ. aad co^ltlve/aafltors to their ehiLdrtn, ^and. other -social... 
instltWona aad loitrcea rarely attempt, to perf oto most of" the socializing fiioctions 
that' are asaignea to parents in our ioelety, b . ^ " - - - 

■ A fitrther eavsat is that we; have found evidence that, the tvo-dimansional^FCP 
Structure haw described ttooDghout this paper does not nfcessarlly .hold i^- 
outside ttff kinda of popiaatlons we have typically saa^led. Studies, conducted 
other cou»tr.i€3> i&i»Uy with, coay a ckple of/ltmi r'ipres^ 

have confirmed the robustness of ctu-' maaor ov«r^ cmclufiioria . But In lome sMiples 

^ ■ ..: ■ - .. . , ... : .: ; ■ . ■ ' - • ■ ■ " ' " 

• the two faetora breai'down mto more, than two. 'fOne co^wIsot of hlacK and v*ite 

ftolltas in. ^iacoflsin; eltle'g fotnd that, while the twd-f act or model fit whites quite 
well^' at least^me aod perhaps two addltlorirti' faotorB vera nee 

black fBDdLleB.33 father tbw atteapt"to genera3ize :FCT finding other kinds, of 

• social systei, wi would do' well; to estpend fiurther' eff ^ on studies of the fari^ 
Jtrfelf fW"S vhilp, -I suspaet tbp,t a thprotagh^w 

Bom tie Etudiaa 3 have gimutflMd'^bve'W ptcttira Is not - 

n#»ly sb eleewrwt m I mlftit have impiler htra* ' ; \ - ' 



lU 



■ Ertenamg t6 life Bayond the Psmily In Time and Space " . ^ 

- Ttoe general theme of t.bls ay^osHan haa to do with the ^ole of conmTMl cation 
in preparing pTOplt for adaptatlan to a chaji'glng, "modernizlos" world. Ob^rioully ^ 
frcm aai I ban^ aalfl to thlB point, I believe that the stractuxe of cooiuiilcatlon 
•in ptm calls'' a grtat.dea to do with thli-. SpeclficaUy, It appsari as though 
the "protective" pwenti are attemptlos to wrd off a threatening world outiidfi 
t^e hone, and It is Ironlo - alhelt mfortimate - that .^^ doing so they leave 
their children less capable of self -protection thm othen are.^ men we have con- 
duced exptrinenti with ooUege students, for inrt^ce, those frcm protective hact- ^ 

. groifflds are the most sttSCiptlhle to perauaslve mtis^^ ^ . . " 

/ Xwoaines of theory bew striking similarities to i^hat seems to be occurring - 

/in'; our W research i ■ One is McGulr'e's^faow-clasilc work on "ifflmualzatlon" againit 
PfTBrnfiim as a consequenea of expoiure to count Brwgments. 35 The A-X fwDlly en- » 
^rooment In effect prepares- the youngster to lAthBtand persuaBlon attea^ts hy-lm- 

4unimtlon' through presentation of mrm than one ^Ide of mrlous issues. A second ' 
ielated model is Btmsteln's concept of "elahorated" md "restricted" codes In liig- 
Uge leaming.^^' Those 4o grow up in a cloeed soclkl .subsystem that conm^mlcateM 

-'only ,ln Its am restricted dode we thereby rendered incapable of .adapting 'to, the 
'itogoage usage expectations of other, subsystems | the protective fiidly corresponds, ■ 
if on^ loosely, to thtfl description. By -fioitrast, those ^o' learn the "elaborated" 

^iode that is uaed imivereaaiy In the society cm aove' easl^ from one iltuation .'■ 
ikother in Ufe 'with,llttle loss la coammlbatwy facility. Whlll Bernstein's model 

' grouEdal in thm Brltirti sooial^GUss etruatwa, and is advanced as in a^cplmatlon ^ 

' ]' ' ^ ' . ^ ' ' ^ ■ ^ 

of the -brtosffllsslon of TOrkise_aliBS Oimitatldna' from one genaratlcn to another, it 

is theoretically applicable to horizontal Hvislwi of icoiety as wen as to vertically 

\ separated strata. „. ' , . . , ' „ " 

' .Socioeconomic status la often su^ested as m "explanation"" fpr ECP differences. < 
/■feen've have'. Incorporated "an SES index 'into "regresalon anaaysesj'we have found that 



PCP and SES acco^JOt for abcnrt equ^ aaacninti of variance in most of our dependent 
variiftlis, md aa>e only moderately "correlated with one another..^' (Generally, 
A-B relations- are aasoclated .with Law Sm and A-X with hign..) This has provided 

; an empirle&L res3«nae-to those who reflexlvea^ offer SIS as an alternative ej^leaa- 
tlon of any survey finding. But fr^ a thioretieal perspectlvt SES does not It- 
seW'^^laln^ It jMrely locates dlfferinces bet^^ i 

_ the artant that tne tvo pradictora-we IntarcoMelataa, JCP migbt be vlewad as the 
©xplaaatibn of ^ff erencta >etw«M SQedoac In eoclaty^, r^thei* tliM 

vlce-versa. Becaust^ oiir raee»ch Iiitireits hsTe foe-ufjea mainly on cc^mimlaatlro \ 
and soei'al psyehbaogical varlables's there has been little study of relatlopshl^ ■ 
betwem FCP and = ioelal structure . Studenti from leas developed couaitrfei, vrtiere 
■aoeial atratificat Ion tends to he^ extrOTe aod A-B relations apparently dcmlnate 

. fandly eamnnlcat ion/ often exprais pftftlcular intereit iJi thli topic. To date, 
however7"there Has "been much mo're spefiilatioh than data or specified theory on 
the . . . . " ' ■ 

A 'most intriguing value judgment lies at the ieart of the relatlife ^merits 
of ttie,eonaens-u^ sad pluraUstiG modts of child rearing. As professional ccm- . 
imwlcatfarsiwe ffllgit thii^ in'temfl of either of two hroad foleai the Informative, 

' or the persuasive. It appe^s owrall that the pluraUatlo FCP Is most Ulkely t6 
prodiace taovleagtable. and ,v4rsattle ptrsoni^ but th© consaosml may wall ba aijparfor 
in p2*0parii3g a psMon for perauasivi rolas la Ufa* Nott ©eain the^ differ ane a te- . 
ttf^^n tte two types ^ f aiLlias iJi our experijiental husband-wifa, dtscueaioii: tHa - 

pluralistic coT^las becsM inoi^a accurate/ln the pareaptloM of one another's opia- 

" ' ^ , ' * ^ ' 

"lens, bifc 'it wag tbt ctosansmls ^o act^isUy nso^d eloser to a family consensuB on 

'.the topics tK^ dlseussad,39 Ijbeie are 'not status U^ffereiices, as these two tjrpes 



^'-^of fajnllles «t about tqual m SES Indicators ; ^at is baJjig proauctd ara role dlf-v 

' Terences. To pat it* in terms yt)U nl#it axpaat of a Joiuroalism -profassor^ the , 
* / . ' ^ g ' ' ' 

' pHaralisties seem^to be preparing to be reporters and eftitors vhile .the cotisenstials = 

fa-©; being ^wll pooled 'for careers in public relations and advertising* ^ 



By criteria, based on current perfonnance, we should not hestttate to prefer 
the plm-alistic ©ode. As young people, these are the ones vho are gttting the 
Bort out of thelT educational opportunltlei and the ectended "education" avmllahle 
via the nass meddai they are also ■beconlDg nor? thorou^Ly fociallzed to the 
politleaa world thty -will have to cope >rith as adulf citizens. The same caimot ^ 
.be laid of tie conieasurii, bub It may be that their experience in balanc- 
ing A-B and A-X considerations in their youth will prepare thm better for some 
in^rtant roles In aftult life. .The iDJigltudlnal research. that^^vtjuld be needed to 
assesa this iosilbility has not "been mdertaken to date. For t^e fflost pwt we have 
been preocci^ijied with youth -snd have done little to deterrine the kinds of adults 
that grow out of different rep bacKgro-undi i , =, f. , .. ' 

The term. "adaptability" in the subtitle of this paper refers to an attribute 
of individuals, and its relationahip to FCP sbcmld be fair^ clear. Thoie rksed . 
-in^AiX^OTiiliefl-CM^^r^a^eeled tbelr^ behavior =ln later-like-primarily— =— 
In terms a£ cOTomleable content, by infowitlon- seeking .'and ibarlns. -Thosfr-from 
A-B backgrounds sbould organize their beliavior on tbe basis of Ijittrperional relation- 
sMps Mid feellnSB.of group solidarity. The tera "change" Ib.ojt subtitle is ap at- 
tribute ' of , the social enviroiment "surrouc^ the indi^rtdUal. The long-range qijestioa 
have to do wittf vBieh' 7CP hackgrotmd produces ptrsofli who me {%) more . sensitive to 
changes in society and (b) better eofuipped to adapt .their behavior to ^those changes. 
From the researdi' ceeord it appears that the .pluralirtieB are most likely to sat,^ 
±Bfy those criteria. But I also' siispect that'tha coaseneual^ ^11 <c) care mora 
about the QhsmBB that do^ocim- and so '(d) be more Itoly to caiuige their OTn be-^ 
ha^or in adaptiw -ways . ^ . , - . - \ ' . ' 

Future ReSeardi ■ . • 

■ 

In the 13 years since we began FCP research. It has followed a rather narrow 

' ' ' ' ! 

path., The basic method of data collection has been the survey questionnaire, and 
, ' -■ . . . . / 

" the FCP "dimensions have been used as independent variables to predict a val-lety of 



eoiBBUaieatic'n behaviors. Some of these depenclent varlaljles havB been also . 
Biefljsirfed io|'8Urvey iaitrmonts, so the data are slmp]^ correlational. In a 
fev atudtest^ standaa-4 eowaunicatlon sa^erlmaats Jisve beea run and the dependent 
mrlaBle-i^ teen dlffersatiri reactions of the -vmrioua FCP. types to the sane 
e3jj)erimental v^iatlon. Prom the perspective ■ of attrltuting causation to FCP, 
these finUnga too are correlation^. .To the artent that there Is a "theory" 
iJi this hbdy of reseiich, it consists of a ?et~of_a?s\mptlons overl^d with ta • 
aoemulafclon of findings. The approach to theory hai heen'Lm-ge]jr_ln4uctiTO and 
post hoc. Then hav^ bien sporadic attempts to replicate FCP findings in Itudles 
of soeiaL mlcro-systema other than the fimlly, In hopes of Increasing generallza- 

itlllty. . - • . ■ . " ■ " ' 

■' - Whllt -this paper dbes not pretend to be a fjai or f oiroal^ s^sition of a 
theory of - fandly cOBsnimication, it is an argiment .^rj-^ewed tlieor^etlcal develoij. 
mitr^^s^aJSwnent-has'Tev-eTai'ifiilieatlW 
OD. fi^y eGnamfflicatlon aa sudi,- rather .than try to a^iid l^alzy generalizations 
frm fanillea to other groins and inatltutlons , and we should grapple much more " 

specif Icrily .with the es^Ileatlon and testing of theoretieal propositions about 

, • ' ' ' :J'' ' . . 

the wslyi in \*lch faaily caanunication functions . This will almost swely entail 

metbodJlogies that are quite dl«erent' from those ve have used In , the past. . first 

hand observation/ experifflental vsKlatlon, and lonsltudin4 dealeis ^e.all nieded. 

i • .:a ■■ " .. ■ ^ ^ , . .ij \ ^ • 

n ■ . ' . . ,„^- \ .■ ^ . ■ ■ ■ ; , . ■ .■ ;: - . " v ' . .i - - / . , " ; ■ . ■ ' -j- 

The latt#r is ptetlcUlarty Important^ hecause' the greatest i^lieationB,.of what^we 
. thl^ velcndw about farily ccm£tttiicatic« have jto do "with development a that occur- 

long after the child matisres and leaves the family to take an independent- plase In 

the vorld. Both' observattonal, and experimental ingenuity ' are needed; if we are to 
J'teat specific hypotheses about the nature of the process by ^rtiioh family connnimlca 

tiOB patterns shape the developing ehild's eonstruction of the world around him. 
Thlfl iB adttiittedly en ambitious research agenda. It cuts across convention^ 
;'academLc disciplines fr^ child development to social psychology to interpersonal 



coasBnMi cation to mass camm^cation. It has i^lieations for I'elattd fields Buoti 
M eoasumer btiiavior, ,educatien, iocia,! stratification^ and political soQiali^a- ^ 
tion* It will requira Goordifiat©d and collaborative. efforts of specialists ia ^ 
vary dlf farrat aethods of data coUaction^ whose worfe can only be unified by a ^ 
laosmoaly underitood conceptml^aradien. Such trtiy intardiscipllo v ^ 

of researdi are CTctedlJigly r^e is. social scieEtcei so tha chaUwge is a forrrid" " " 
able one. Parhaps.tlip,t is why I find it so appaaling. . ^ 




TmCAL QlffiSTIOTmiEl ITEMS ^ffiASOTDIG FAMILY COMdUKICATION PAMEaiS 



'Thage are acM of tht things that parents aay to .their' (^lldren as tHey are 
tip.' IM iSie y^u to thlrfc about yom^ fandly conversations aiid then tell me 
of ^ths f allc^ng ItCTs how f req.uently^ y have heard similar tld-nga ^rther 
often y ofteiia SQEat rM'aly or never ^ 

nDo they . : ^ - 

a. Tell you that their Ideas are. eorreet 

ajQd that . ' 
(A-E) ■ ■ 

h. S ay J that you should alroyelo^ at both - 

sides of an issue (AJC) ^ ^ 

c, Aiiswer your argimmts by ^si^ijig ^ = ' " ; ' 
> Uke'- You'll to ^ 

up" (A-B) ^ ^- . ^ ■ ^ 

d. Say that^^you should give ^In on arg^^ . , ' 
rather t^ian making people anp:y (ArB) ' . , ^ 



e • Adjidt that you kn©^^^^ ■ . / . ^ ^ 

than a4ulte do (A-x) . I ' " ^ ' ^ 

f. Talk at home about things Uke polities ' ^ - 

or rellgiocij .'vftLere one parson takes a ' . 

different side from others (A-X) - ^ ^ - 

Now, could you telL me hovr much yotur parents emphasise the f ollOTlng things 
v ary much , pretty much , somewhat » not too much or riot at all . . ' 

Do they emphasize . ^ • • v . * - ' 

a. That it is Important to get your ideas across 

even if others don't like it (A-X). - ^ 

lj*\->^&.t every member of your family should have ' . ^ 

- some say in family ffeclsions^CA-X) ^ , ^ 

,c.\;That you shouldnH argue with adxxLts (A^B) . ^ ' 

d*^i 'That the bestN^way to stay out of trouble ia 

^to keep away from it (A-B)^ , . , . 
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